BECKER & POLIAKOFF

Law firm focuses on Chlnese busmess affairs

It was one of those bread-
and-butter cases that comes
across the desks of law firms
that steered Becker & Poliak-
off toward China.

In 1992, a Chinese construc-
tion company appeared at the
Fort Lauderdale offices of the
law firm looking for an attor-
ney to handle a lawsuit. That
initial contact set the stage for
a thriving China practice.

“It was really after that case
that the management began to
have the vision — the Chinese
are coming,” said Philip Guo,
who started working at Becker
& Poliakoff in 1993 as a parale-
gal and later earned his law
degree from Nova Southeast-
ern University.

LOOK TO THE EAST

That same year the firm
was one of nine U.S. law firms
authorized by the Beijing gov-
ernment to open an office in

Guangzhou, adjacent to Hong

Kong. Since Chinese law is
civil law dictated by a legal
code written during the
1644-1911 Qing Dynasty — as
opposed to America’s com-

monlaw-system: — Becker &

Chinese
manufacturers that
want to establish a
South Florida office
to handle distribution
in Latin America use
Becker & Poliakoff to
handle the legal work.

Poliakoff found two firms to
handle legal matters in China.

In one of its first steps, the
law firm arranged for a delega-
tion from the Chinese Plan-
ning Commission to tour the
United States in 1994 and meet
with leaders of American
industry and finance.

For work in Florida and
China, the firm can depend on
Guo, who came to Miami in
1986 to study for 4 doctorate in
history on a University of
Miami scholarship. While
working on his dissertation, he
found the job at Becker &
Poliakoff.

Attorney Peter A.:Quinter

also handles patent and intel-
lectual property cases, repre-
senting, for instance, alleged
Chinese counterfeiters caught
in disputes with U,S. Customs.

Chinese manufacturers that
want to establish a South Flor-
ida office to handle distribu-
tion in Latin America use
Becker & Poliakoff to handle
the legal work.
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IEN GUARDE! Peter A. Ouinter, left, and Philip Guo face off
with swords that are part of a client’s copyright defense.

Quinter and Guo say they
are seeing more Chinese inter-
est in local investment. One
possible deal involves a Chi-
nese bank exploring real estate
development in Central Flor-
ida.

Guo — who uses the Amer-
ican name given to him by an
English teacher rather than his
real name: Xiaopeng (Little

" Phoenix) — says that about a
third of the firm’s China busi-
ness comes through ads placed,
in Chinese-language newspa-
pers read by the 25,000-strong
local community.

CUSTOMER SERVICE

Becker & Poliakoff’s associ-
ates in China proved useful
when a local company wanted
a refund for defective mer-
chandise that arrived at the
Port of Miami-Dade.

“They sent an e-mail but
the Chinese pretended they
didn’t understand,” Guo said.
But after their Chinese associ-
ates contacted the manufac-
turer, the matter was resolved.
“You can’t just send an
e-mail,” he said.

Despite China’s giant
strides forward, the Chinese-
American lawyer said the
country still faces high pov-
erty levels and other chal-
lenges. “The fear that these
other countries are having,
that China is becoming a
superpower and taking over
the world, my idea is that
won't happen in 100 years,’f _
Guo said. . T




